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Front cover: Paul Measel, Seattle Area Soaring Society, 
brings his Thermal Dancer in for a � aps-down landing 
during practice for the Visalia Fall Soaring Festival (see 
page 23). Photo by Bill Kuhlman.
Konica-Minolta Maxxum 7D, 1/500 sec., f8, 500mm, ISO 100

 3 RC Soaring Digest Editorial

 4 World Soaring Masters 2006
With sponsorship spearheaded by Horizon Hobby, and 
support from a number of major manufacturers and the 
League of Silent Flight, the � rst World Soaring Masters 
brought the big names in RC soaring to the Academy of 
Model Aerronautics national � ying site in Muncie, Indiana.
Detailed event coverage by Ben Wilson, with photography by 
Mark Nankivil

18 Central Valley R/C 33rd Annual Fall Soaring Festival
The largest RC soaring event in the United States, �Visalia� 
is an environment which any RC soaring enthusiast can 
thoroughly enjoy, whether competing or not. Just make 
sure you arrive at least a day or two early! Coverage by Bill 
Kuhlman, with assistance from Brendon Beardsley.
Photos by Bill Kuhlman, Dave Beardsley, et al.

Schweizer SGU 2-22 EK     34
At one time the most popular two-place trainer, the 

SGU 2-22 is a well known glider with a long and successful 
history. The simple structure of the SGU 2-22 makes it 

relatively easy to build, and it�s a good candidate for scale 
aerotowing. Photos by Mark Nankivil

Jojo � ies his Cross� re near Beitostłlen     42
A spectacular mountain view, a DS-capable glider... What 

else does anyone need? How �bout DS-capable glider that�s 
really capable of DSing?  Photo by Jojo Grini

A question from full size soaring...     43
Given the FAI weight limit of 5.0 Kg, should RC sailplane 

designers ask a similar question? Hey, it�s all about span 
loading. Derived from an e-mail message by Al Bowers

Back cover: Russ Light had an awesome end-of-day � ight with his 
Ava on September 10th. There was booming lift all day, then the 
sun went down and the air �glassed off � into a smooth, bouyant 
layer that you could just � oat in forever... Photo by Jim Laurel.
Canon EOS-1DS, 1/1500 sec., f6.7, 200 mm, ISO 800
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Nearly three gigabytes of photos from the World Soaring 
Masters and the Central Valley RC Fall Soaring Festival 

were evaluated for publication in this issue. Eliminating photos 
turned out to be a daunting task, as the overall quality of the 
photos submitted was quite incredible. Our thanks to Mark 
Nankivil for photographing the World Soaring Masters (while 
CDing the event), and also to Dave Beardsley for not only doing 
some exceptional Visalia photo work of his own, but for allowing 
others to use his camera over the several days of that event.

During the 29th FAI World Gliding Championships in Eskilstuna 
(SWE), the �TherMap�-Project was presented on 14 June 
2006 at the OSTIV <http://www.ostiv.fai.org/>  Conference 
(International Scienti�c and Technical Soaring Organisation). 
�TherMap� is a private initiative of Dr Beda Sigrist, a senior Swiss 
glider pilot with solid background in engineering and computing. 
Impressed by the success of meteorological forecasting 
tools RegTherm/TopTherm, Dr Sigrist started investigating 
how topological data currently available could be used in his 
�TherMap� model. Digital maps produced with �TherMap� 
allow visualizing the formation of potential thermals at a given 
date and time, assuming that local weather conditions do not 
interfere with the model. Maps for Alpine regions of South-
East France, Switzerland and Austria are currently available 
free-of-charge on Internet. Technical details and maps can be 
downloaded at TherMap <http://www.aerodrome-gruyere.ch/
thermap/index.html>. Now if we could just get something like 
this in realtime for �atland RC �iers in other areas of the world!

Time to build another sailplane!
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Academy of Model Aeronautics 
National Flying Site,

Muncie Indiana
Event coverage by Ben Wilson
Photography by Mark Nankivil
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World Soaring Masters Diary
Setup Day
Thursday 21:21 EDT
Arrived in Muncie on this beautiful 
Thursday afternoon around 2 PM.  Windy, 
but with beautiful blue skies and a perfect 
fall temperature.  About 30-40 pilots 
(maybe more!) already here.  Bungees were 
the preferred choice of transport today, with 
some just handlaunching to get the hang of 
this whole skeg-less thing.  I noticed a lot of 
Supras out today, along with good number 
of Sharons and Icons - and a few Espadas 
were spied as well. Weather is going to be 
positively heinous (but par for the Muncie 
course) the next couple of days - winds 15-
25 with a 60-70% chance of rain Friday and 
Saturday, lessening on Sunday.  Excellent 
contest weather, though!  

High winds, wet grass with an 80-point tape 
and 12-minute tasks will no doubt make this 
a �soaring� contest and not a landing one :)

-----

Day One
Friday 22:12 EDT
Got off to a little bit of a late start today, 
on account of rain showers that started 
up right as my alarm went off in my tent 
here on the spacious AMA Flying Site.  CD 
Mark Nankivil got things rolling as soon as 
it cleared up and we got in four remarkably 
rain-free rounds before calling it while we 
still had light to pack up. With the weather 

being as it is, you could call this the Fall 
2006 Soaring NATS!  Winds were a steady 
15 MPH the entire day, gusting to 25 MPH 
according to wind gauges.  I could count 
on one hand the number of honest thermal 
turn attempts I saw today - sur�ng was the 
name of the game.  I�m not sure if anyone 
got their 12 minute tasks, though I know 
a few who got very close.  Thornburg 
mentions in The Old Buzzard Goes Soaring, 
and I�ll paraphrase here: ��y in all types of 
weather if you want to win contests,� and 
that is where those Soaring Masters in 
attendance beat the pants off of the non-
Masters.  There are plenty of guys out there 
who stay at home if it�s overcast or blowing 
too hard - today would�ve no doubt made 
them think twice about getting off the 
couch.  But where�s the challenge in �ying 
in pristine conditions?  To me, this hobby is 
about challenging, learning and expanding, 
and that�s why I�m here.

As far as what I�ve learned today, I �gure that 
this high-wind stuff requires a mind-set that 
is similar to, but altogether different than 
your normal calmer-air �ying.  If normal TD 
work is �macro,� then high-wind stuff is very 
�micro.�  Fine, clean control of your plane 
and accurate deduction of what the fast-
moving and quick-changing air was doing in 
front of your ship were the keys to success 
today.  The Masters here did those things 
- and the rest of us hung on for dear life. Me?  
Well, while I�m here at the Soaring Masters, 
I�m no Master yet!  My goal is to get on the 
�rst page of the results tomorrow.   :)
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Yes, there was some carnage along the way 
- though honestly today was the day to 
test the limits of all manner of equipment, 
airborne or otherwise.  Model throwers 
were the rule, not the exception along the 
�ight line today!  Safety was on the minds 
of everyone after the incident at the NATS 
with a pilot struck on the ground, and the 
winch bosses where quick to hand out 
warnings and kindly suggest that someone 
toss your plane.  There were line breaks, but 
with NATS-like ef�ciency, they were easily 
handled and the contest continued on.  And 
while there aren�t �of�cial� Turnaround 
Trolls, there was a good crew of kiddos and 
of-legal-age volunteers out there doing a 
thankless job.  Not to forget Marney and 
the well-oiled machine in the transmitter 
impound - �awless!

The weather was heinous, and at the end 
of the four rounds, there wasn�t a perfect 
4000 on the board even out of some of 
the best pilots from the West Coast, East 
Coast or beyond the lower 48 states.  I don�t 
have the Day One scores, unfortunately, 
but suf�ce it to say there are some familiar 
names up there, but there are some 
unexpected as well.  A good contest, and 
anything could happen in the next two days.  
Thunderstorms this evening and Saturday 
isn�t looking any better - �maybe severe with 
damaging winds� in the afternoon.  Another 
challenging day, but one that hopefully the 
�Soaring Masters� will make the most of.

-----

Day Two (Rain Delay)
Saturday 14:28 EDT
Well, we�re in the middle of a second rain 
delay here in Muncie.  We�re battling the 
north end of some storms that have poured 
half a dozen inches of rain back at home 
in Louisville.  It�s not raining now, so we 
might be able to �nish up Round 8.  Radar 
indicates that we�re right on the cusp of 
this precipitation, so it�s kinda 50/50 at the 
moment.  CD Mark says we�ll probably get 
one more round in in the AM before �ying 
the �nals.

Weather has toned down just a bit today, 
with winds not quite as stiff as yesterday, 
and some successful down-wind runs have 
been made, though only through the use of 
super-telescopic vision.   ;) 

Joe Dirr is here staying dry under one of 
the circus tents and cooking up something 
mean - two turkeys and some deep fryers 
and a plate full of jalapenos wrapped with 
bacon or some such appetizer.  Rain or 
shine, we should be in for a treat.

7th round scores have been posted:

Page 1:
<http://louisvillesoaring.org/tmp/
2006worldsoaringmasters-rd7scoresA.jpg>

Page 2:
<http://louisvillesoaring.org/tmp/
22006worldsoaringmasters-rd7scoresA.
jpg>

-----
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